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Welcome to haysmacintyre’s regular
‘e-news alert’ for charities and not for profit organisations.
DEC’S AFGHANISTAN CRISIS APPEAL RAISES £9.5M IN FIRST 24 HOURS
The Disaster Emergency Committee (DEC) is a charity made up of 15 UK aid charities. They specialise in
humanitarian aid and disaster response, and its current appeal aims to help the eight million people in
Afghanistan who are at risk of famine this winter.
The appeal highlights how 95% of people in Afghanistan do not have enough to eat. DEC reported that over
three million children under five are expected to suffer acute malnutrition by March 2022, with many at risk of
dying because of it. As well as this, people living in Afghanistan are experiencing freezing temperatures this
winter without the equipment or shelter to protect them from the cold. The lowest temperature in Afghanistan
this winter is predicted to be -12 degrees Celsius.

CHARITY COMMISSION PUBLISHES CRITICAL
REPORT ON RICHMOND PSYCHOSOCIAL FOUNDATION
INTERNATIONAL
The Charity Commission has strongly criticised the former
trustees of a mental health charity in whose care a young woman
tragically took her own life in 2016.
The report finds that the former trustees were responsible for
misconduct and mismanagement, and that they:
• Failed in their duty to provide leadership and oversight of the
charity.
• Failed to comply with the law such that, the charity’s
beneficiaries were exposed to “significant avoidable harm”.
• Were over-reliant on the former Chair (since deceased) who
acted in breach of good governance requirements.
• Took advice from the charity’s founder without ever meeting
or having knowledge of the residents.
The report also finds that the former trustees failed to properly
manage the charity’s resources, including failing to file annual
accounts on time. There were also concerns about the
management of the charity’s banking services, which potentially
placed the charity’s funds at undue risk.
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PUBLIC URGED TO DONATE SAFELY AS IT’S REVEALED £1.6M WAS LOST TO ONLINE CHARITY
FRAUD OVER THE PAST YEAR
The Fundraising Regulator, the Charity Commission for England and Wales, National Trading Standards and
Action Fraud are joining forces to call on the public to give safely when donating online. Data from Action
Fraud reveals that £1.6m of the public’s money was lost to online charity fraud over the past year.
The campaign urges members of the public to conduct some simple checks before giving to charity, to make
sure their donations reach the intended recipient.
This includes:
• Checking the charity name and its registration number on the Charity Commission website to find out
whether the charity is legitimate.
• Using the Fundraising Regulator’s online Directory to find out whether a charity has registered with it and
committed to excellent fundraising.
• Looking out for the Fundraising Badge on charity marketing materials – when people see it, they can have
confidence in the charity’s fundraising.
• Asking questions about the cause. If people are still unsure about giving, they should always ask for more
information. Legitimate causes will be happy to respond.

HM REVENUE & CUSTOMS CAMPAIGN AGAINST OFF-PAYROLL WORKERS
HM Revenue & Customs have launched a series of campaigns “Don’t get caught out” aimed at workers who
are sole traders or working through umbrella companies, which by association will include any potential IR35
arrangements.
The campaign is initially looking at arrangements where the use of umbrella companies will include the
following characteristics:
• An increase in take-home pay.
• Cash bonuses for recommending friends to the umbrella company provider.
• Use of complicated contractual arrangements (more than one party to the contract etc).
Whilst the campaign is part of HMRCs challenge against tax avoidance arrangements, this can be seen as a
‘gearing-up’ to a challenge of any IR35 arrangements.
The Employment Tax team have been working with many of our clients concerning their use of off-payroll
workers, including any IR35 engagements, helping them to put in place rigorous controls and procedures in
place. Contact Nick Bustin to find out more.

VIRGIN MONEY GIVING NOW CLOSED
FUNDRAISING REGULATOR CALLS ON CHARITIES TO
WORK ‘SAFELY’ DUE TO OMICRON

After 12 years of supporting charities and fundraisers, Virgin Money
Giving has now closed and have stopped accepting donations.

The Fundraising Regulator has updated its COVID-19 guidance and
is calling on charities to “fundraise safely” in light of the surge in
the Omicron variant.

Although closed, the platform will continue to pay gift aid until 10
February 2022.

After recent changes to COVID-19 restrictions around the UK, the
Fundraising Regulator and the Chartered Institute of Fundraising
(CIOF) updated their document and urged charities to ensure that
fundraising events are in line with current government guidance.
The rules are different in England, Scotland and Wales, but include
the reintroduction of mandatory face coverings on public transport
and COVID-19 passports for large gatherings.
The guidance reminds charities that fundraising events should
only occur once a risk assessment has been carried out, and that
organisations “must consider the public appetite for interacting
with people outside of their household at this time”. Charities
should also consider “the public mood and likely feelings and
preferences of supporters” when considering if physical events
should go ahead.
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CIPFA AND ICAEW CONSIDER COLLABORATING
The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy (CIPFA) and the Chartered Institute of Accounts in
England and Wales (ICAEW) have announced that they are in discussions to explore the potential of working
more closely together. The objective is to combine their strengths and resources to better equip them to serve
the public interest across all areas of economic activity. It is intended to publish formal proposals early next
year. Any changes are likely to require both member and various regulatory approvals.

LATE FILING PENALTY APPEALS
Due to longer response times to appeals, Companies House has
edited its guidance to confirm that it will suspend all recovery
action until an appeal has been considered. Those appealing
should receive a full reply in due course and Companies House
have said there is no need to contact them.
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CHARITY COMMISSION PRIORITIES FOR 2022

UPCOMING EVENTS

The Commission have published their priorities for 2022 which will continue to help charities meet public
expectations in the way they do their work, and to support them to maximise their impact in society.

Grant-making charities update
Wednesday 26 January 2022
16:00 - 17:30
Online

These include:
•
•
•
•

Helping charities deliver impact, as the country recovers from the pandemic.
Continuing to deliver a step change in their approach to regulation.
Improving how data collected is used.
Creating the right environment to enable their people to be more effective and to help make the
Commission a great place to work.

AND FINALLY… TO CLING ONTO CHRISTMAS FOR JUST
THAT LITTLE BIT LONGER…
Charity Digital explore some of the most inspiring charity
campaigns of the festive season including campaigns from Shelter,
GOSH, Book Trust and Crisis amongst others.

haysmacintyre’s grant-making charities update webinar.
Trustee Training: Charity law update
Wednesday 22 February 2022
13:30 - 17:00
Online
This session will look at Charity Commission cases and guidance, the latest developments in charity law, and
other legal developments of interest to the sector.
Volatility in rates – an opportunity or risk for finance teams?
Thursday 24 February 2022
12:00 - 13:00
Online
We are delighted to invite you to our webinar exploring the impacts of volatility and how opportunities can be
realised from risk.
Trustee Training: Introduction to Charity Finance and Reporting
Thursday 3 March 2022
13:30 - 17:00
Online
For further details on our not for profit upcoming events and to register, visit www.haysmacintyre.com/events.

We welcome your feedback on this update and would be pleased to hear about any areas you would like to see
covered in future editions. Please email Vikram Sandhu, Director, with any comments.
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